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Decolonising The Curriculum Overview

• In Nov 2020, Durham University launched its Decolonising the 
Curriculum initiative.

• Student-led “Bottom-top” approach.

• Paid internship for work on the project (faculty and departmental 
interns).

• Decolonisation may have different meanings for each module/field.



Why Decolonise?

A definition of Decolonisation:

The restructuring of beliefs and institutions with the 
goal of renouncing Eurocentricity while adopting 
and performing inclusive, open-minded and 
contentious ideals and actions.

Eurocentricity: Focusing on European culture or 
history to the exclusion of a wider view of the 
world; implicitly regarding European culture as 
pre-eminent.



A Common Ground

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

Athena Swan (AS) Race Equality Charter (REC)

Decolonisation, AS, REC and other things



Who's Doing The 
Teaching

How it's Being 
Taught

What's
Being Taught

What: Expanding the scope of the 
curriculum beyond Eurocentric 
perspectives.

How: Pedagogical approaches to 
teach mathematics that prioritise 
critical thinking, cultural sensitivity 
and the recognition of diverse 
perspectives.

Who: promoting the recruitment and 
retention of academic staff from 
underrepresented backgrounds.

Decolonisation Cycle



        Diversity vs Decolonisation 

Diversity policies are often limited to tackling issues of representation

Decolonisation: challenges mindset/conditions that produces need for 
diversity policies

Representation politics does not equal equality nor decolonisation if 
the root of the harm continues to stay in place.



Backlash



Our Response to the Backlash

• Interview with Nature
• Clearing up misconceptions



Current Decolonising Projects



Ethnic Breakdown of Survey Responders

N = 68



Exclusion of Minority Groups



Defining Decolonisation



Student Concerns and Misconceptions



How we are Decolonising Mathematics

• We are not saying that 1+1≠2 - 
decolonising maths will not make 
maths 'less logical'

• We are not 'subtracting the white male 
viewpoint'

• We are giving guidance to professors 
on how to make their 
courses less eurocentric

• We are educating people on 
the history of mathematics

• We are getting people to recognise and 
confront their internal biases

Current Projects:
• Decolonising mathematics 

handbook for staff
• Decolonising mathematics blog
• Collating stories, experiences and 

data from staff and students
• Spreading and sharing ideas 

through conferences
• Creating a decolonising network 

between universities
• Adding to lecture notes
• Developing a History of Maths 

Module

“Decolonisation is going to happen 
in the mind” -  Dr Siyanda Makaul



Decolonising Mathematics Curricula Handbook

The structure of this handbook:

• Introduction to decolonisation

• Why decolonise?

• Why decolonise the maths 
department in particular?

• The next steps

• Finding and addressing your 
internal biases

• Good practice

• Further reading

Good Practice Example:

"Calling out mathematicians 
that are/were racist, sexist, 
homophobic, etc. when they 
come up. This shows students 
that these views are not 
tolerated in academic circles 
and can make students from 
minority groups feel less 
alienated from their course."



         Conclusions

• Decolonising Maths is contentious, but it can be done. It needs to be 
focused.

• Consider giving short biographies of the mathematicians whose work you 
present in your modules. If, in doing so, you realise that they are almost 
entirely (or even completely) white and/or male, ask yourself why this is. 
See if you can find contributions to the field from mathematicians of other 
genders/ethnicities.

• Include BAME researchers in modern mathematical research.

• Role Model for students: activities such as Black Heroes of Mathematics 
during Black History Month. 

• Decolonising is an ongoing process- patience is needed.



Useful Resources
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